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Abstract 

The purpose of this study is to increase students’ attitudes toward writing in the 

classroom through the implementation of Writer’s Workshop.  The research question addressed, 

Will the implementation of Writer’s Workshop improve students’ attitudes toward writing in the 

classroom?  The goal of this study is to determine if using Writer’s Workshop in the classroom 

three days a week will increase students’ attitudes toward writing in general and motivate 

students to write more.  Three students who were performing at above grade level, on grade 

level, and below grade level were studied.  The results show that implementing Writer’s 

Workshop in the classroom increased students’ attitudes toward writing for two of the three 

students studied.  The results of this preliminary study suggest that students’ attitudes toward 

writing in the classroom will increase with the implementation of Writer’s Workshop. 

Keywords: Writer’s Workshop, student, attitudes, writing 
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Improving Student Attitudes about Writing Using Writer's Workshop 

 

Problem 

In a time when formative assessments are being pushed into the classroom, students’ 

motivation to write seems to be declining.  Teachers are trying so hard to teach their students 

how to properly answer Text Reading Comprehension (TRC) questions with details, that we, 

teachers,  are forgetting to teach students to learn and grow by implementing a Writer’s 

Workshop and teaching the writing process as well as different forms of writing.  We are 

teaching our students to answer TRC questions with supporting details, we are not allowing our 

students to allow their creativity to bloom and flourish through their writing.  Teachers are 

teaching the students how to answer test questions, teaching to the test.   

Evidence explaining the cause of the problem 

Writing is the way students communicate, express themselves, question, persuade, 

synthesize and teach.  (Fletcher, 2001)  I often hear groans of displeasure when I suggest to my 

students that we are going to write.  Students have been forced to endure lesson after lesson on 

how to write the written comprehension answers, which they will have to score a level 2 or 3 on 

in order to increase text reading levels.  With the MClass assessments, writing instruction in my 

school has centered on ways of improving writing where the students will pass the TRC and 

move up in reading levels.  The students in my class have been stressed and appear to have a 

negative attitudes towards all writing, due to this emphasis on answering comprehension 

questions in writing.  In the classroom, teachers noticed that students are hesitant to write, they 

lack the confidence and writing abilities.  These writing skills take years to acquire and mature in 

written language.  (Flecher, 2001; Kuby, 2015; McKenna, 1990)   Through the implementation 
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of Writer’s Workshop I will teach my students the steps of the writing process and improve their 

motivation to write.  Instead of forcing students to only write to answer written comprehension 

questions, Writer’s Workshop will allow students to love writing through the opportunity to 

choose what to write about and allow the students to write at their own pace. 

Research Question 

 Will the implementation of Writer’s Workshop in my multiage 1/2 classroom help to 

increase my students’ attitudes towards writing? 

Methods 

 1-17-16 Initial Reflection 

 2-4-2016 Context 

 2-25-2016 Problem Identification 

 3-17-2016 Literature Review Due 

 3-21-2016 Collecting Baseline Data 

Students will be given The Writing Attitude Survey.  (See Appendix 1)  This survey asks 

28 questions about writing in both the classroom and at home, and uses the character, 

Garfield, with four different faces:  very happy Garfield, somewhat happy Garfield, 

somewhat upset Garfield, and Very upset Garfield.  The students will color the Garfield 

which corresponds with how they feel about writing in different situations. 

  4-4-2016 through 4-14-2016 Intervention Implementation 

Writer’s Workshop will be used in my classroom three days a week.  Writer’s Workshop 

will consist of a 5-10 minute mini-lesson, 10 minute share time using the author’s chair, 

and 20 minutes for students to work on their writing.  The teacher will conference one on 

one with students during the writing time. 
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 4-15-2016 Post Test Given 

Students will be given the Writing Attitude Survey.  (See Appendix 1) 

 4-19-2016 Student Interviews  

The teacher will interview three students, one reading above grade level, one at grade 

level, and one below grade level after two weeks of using Writer’s Workshop in the 

classroom to determine their attitude towards writing.  Interviews will be videoed and 

transcribed.  (See Appendix 2) 

 4-19-2016 through 4-21-2016   Data Analysis 

The Writing Attitude surveys will be scored and results entered into an excel spreadsheet.  

(Table 1) Data will be analyzed and compared.  Also, student interviews will be 

transcribed and coded. (Appendix 2) 

 4-21-4-21-2016 Writing of the Results/Preliminary Findings 

 4-24-2016 Submit paper for Peer Review 

 5-1-2016 through 5-4-2016 Revisions  

 5-5-2016 Final Paper Due 

Preliminary Findings 

Preliminary findings of the data show that the implementation of Writer’s Workshop has 

a positive impact on students’ overall attitudes toward writing.  Students’ scores on the Writing 

Attitudes survey was compared using the pre- and post-survey results.  Student A (reading above 

grade level) showed a decline in attitude towards writing after two weeks.  This student’s score 

decreased by 8 points.  However, student B (reading on grade level) and student B (reading 

below grade level) both showed significant positive results in their attitudes toward writing.  
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Student B (on grade level) increased their overall score by 43 points.  Student C (below grade 

level) increased their overall score by 22 points. 

Further analysis of the student interviews also show that Writer’s workshop has a positive 

impact on students’ attitudes toward writing.  One theme that consistently showed in the 

interviews is that students like having a variety of topics to write about.  All three students stated 

that they like writing about themselves and their families.  Two stated that they liked writing 

about topics they know about, like bowling.  Students A and B specifically stated that they liked 

being given the opportunity to draw illustrations with their writing.  They also liked being able to 

share their work in the author’s chair and publishing their writing.  Students also stated that they 

liked Writer’s Workshop because it helped them to learn more.  All three students interviewed 

stated that they would like to continue to have Writer’s Workshop in their classroom.   

Another theme throughout the research project was that students like writing, they just 

don’t like writing for the sole purpose of the written portion of the Text Reading Comprehension 

assessment.  Student A specifically stated that she gets frustrated when she is trying to answer the 

TRC questions.  She said that she just can’t think.  Student C stated that his hands hurt when he 

is writing for the purpose of answering the TRC questions.  Student B stated that it writing for 

the TRC was too difficult.  Students expressed their frustration at just not being able to answer 

the TRC questions correctly and this frustrates them.  This frustration is what is leading to their 

dislike of writing in general.  

Conclusion 

 Writers’ Workshop can help to increase students’ attitudes toward writing through teacher 

modeling, structure, independence, sharing, and publishing of their writing.  (Fletcher, 2001; 

Jasmine 2007; Kissel, 2013)  Does the implementation of Writer’s Workshop increase students’ 



IMPROVING STUDENTS ATTITUDES 7 

attitudes towards writing?  The preliminary findings of this research project show that for two 

out of three students Writer’s Workshop can indeed increase students’ attitudes toward writing.  

This research shows that students on grade level or below can have a negative attitude towards 

writing due to the demands of the State testing.  However, for those students, Writer’s Workshop 

can offer an opportunity for students to choose topics that they know about to incorporate in their 

writing.  Writer’s Workshop offers these students an opportunity to share and shine.  It allows 

students to feel successful with their writing, in turn motivating them to write in and out of 

school, and increasing their attitudes toward writing. 

 For the future, more time will be needed to fully gain an understanding of the impact that 

Writer’s Workshop can have on students’ attitudes toward writing.  This preliminary research 

only consisted of a two week study.  This would be a great research project to monitor for at least 

a few months to an entire school year with a class.  This project showed that Writer’s Workshop 

worked negatively for Student A, an above grade level student.  It would be interesting to 

actually follow Student A or a group of above grade level students for a year and see how 

Writer’s Workshop would impact her attitude towards writing if given a longer amount of time.  

Also, it would be interesting to see the impact that Writer’s Workshop could on a group of below 

grade level students, if given longer than a few weeks to study.   

Reflection 

 As an elementary school teacher in North Carolina, I am definitely worried about the 

attitudes that I see my students having towards writing.  This research project is helping me to 

see that what is best for my students is not to just teach to the test, TRC, but to teach them to love 

learning.  Writer’s Workshop is something that I did not have in my daily routine, but I know that 

it should be there.  This project has helped me to see that through Writer’s Workshop students’ 
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negative attitudes toward writing can be changed to a more positive one.  Writer’s Workshop 

allows students to write about topics students know and love.  It allows students to share their 

writing in a safe environment where they are not told they don’t have enough details.  Writer’s 

Workshop allows students to progress in the writing process at their own pace, this is what can 

help to change student’s attitudes toward writing.  During Writer’s Workshop students are not 

told that they do not have enough information or details in their answers, they are told what they 

are doing well and through the teacher mini-lessons students are taught how to improve their 

writing.  Writer’s Workshop seemed to give my students an overall feeling of success while it 

was being implemented in my classroom. 

 In the future, Writer’s Workshop is definitely something that I will continue to investigate 

further.  Next year I plan on starting Writer’s Workshop as soon as I can get the beginning of the 

year assessments behind us!  I will also continue to use the Writing Attitude Survey, perhaps at 

the beginning, middle, and end of the year to measure students’ attitudes toward writing.  I love 

that Writer’s Workshop allows for mini-lessons, sharing through the use of the author’s chair, 

and allows students to successfully work at their own pace instead of rushing.  I am also very 

interested in seeing if Writer’s Workshop will successfully impact my above grade level students, 

challenging them to be their best and grow.  I look forward to learning more about Writer’s 

Workshop changing students’ attitudes towards writing through a longer study next year. 
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Tables 

Table 1 

Writing Attitude Survey 

 

Note: The table shows the data collected during a pretest, posttest, and the change between the 

two tests. 
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Writing Attitude Survey (Pre/Post)
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Appendix 1

 



IMPROVING STUDENTS ATTITUDES 12 

 



IMPROVING STUDENTS ATTITUDES 13 

 



IMPROVING STUDENTS ATTITUDES 14 

 



IMPROVING STUDENTS ATTITUDES 15 

 



IMPROVING STUDENTS ATTITUDES 16 

 



IMPROVING STUDENTS ATTITUDES 17 

 



IMPROVING STUDENTS ATTITUDES 18 

  



IMPROVING STUDENTS ATTITUDES 19 

Appendix 2 

Student Interviews Coded 

 

Student A 

Code Description Quote/Example 

FAW 

 

 

 

 

 

FAW 

 

 

FAW 

 

 

LTW 

 

 

WTQ 

 

FWW 

 

Feelings about writing before 

Writer’s Workshop 

 

 

 

 

Feelings about writing before 

Writer’s Workshop 

 

Feelings about writing before 

Writer’s Workshop 

 

What students like to write 

about 

 

Writing TRC Questions 

 

Feelings about Writer’s 

Workshop 

 

I feel good because it helps 

me learn how to write better 

and helps me sometimes get 

to a better grade, level. 

 

 

I write stores at home. 

 

 

Sometimes I get frustrated. 

 

 

My favorite thing to write 

about is myself and my 

family. 

 

Sometimes I get frustrated. 

 

Yes.  But I just thought about 

my story and read it. 

 

 

 

Student B 

Code Description Quote/Example 

FAW 

 

 

FAW 

 

 

 

 

WTQ 

 

Feelings about writing before 

Writer’s Workshop 

 

Feelings about writing before 

Writer’s Workshop 

 

 

 

Writing TRC Questions 

 

Kind of happy and kind of 

sad. 

 

 

It’s because the sad part is 

because it worry’s my hand.  

The happy part is that I get to 

learn how to write more. 
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FWW 

 

 

 

FWW 

 

 

Feelings about Writer’s 

Workshop 

 

 

Feelings about Writer’s 

Workshop 

 

Kind of no.  Because it is 

kind of too difficult. 

 

Yes I like writing with 

Writer’s Workshop.  I can’t 

wait for the book to come out. 

 

The picture. (Like’s the best) 

 

 

 

 

Student C 

Code Description Quote/Example 

FAW 

 

 

LTW 

 

 

WTQ 

 

 

 

WTQ 

 

 

WTQ 

 

 

FWW 

 

 

 

FWW 

 

 

FWW 

 

 

FWW 

Feelings about writing before 

WW 

 

Like to write about 

 

 

Feelings about writing TRC 

questions 

 

 

Feelings about writing TRC 

questions 

 

Feelings about writing TRC 

questions 

 

Feelings about Writer’s 

Workshop 

 

 

Feelings about Writer’s 

Workshop 

 

Feelings about Writer’s 

Workshop 

 

Feelings about Writer’s 

Workshop 

Because it is fun to write. 

 

 

About my dogs, my family, 

and bowling. 

 

 No. (To writing TRC 

questions) because my hands 

hurt when I’m writing. 

 

I don’t like to do TRC 

questions because it keeps me 

bored. 

 

Hard because you always 

have to write a lot of stuff. 

 

That I like to write, read and I 

always get some stuff right on 

it. 

 

I write pictures and I write a 

little bit of stories. 

 

Because it’s fun and fun 

activities to do. 

 

It’s easy for me.  All the stuff 

you give me is easy for me 

except for the TRC questions. 
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